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Monday 3™ October
Dear Parent/Carer,
As many of you are aware the Welsh Government have set out a plan over the next few
years to make schools meals free for primary age pupils. At the moment Reception and
Year 1 pupils are entitled with all other year groups to follow.

In saying this, we still need all families who think they are eligible for free school meals
(including, nursery, reception and year 1 pupils) to apply via the council website. By
applying for free schools meals it gives families access to Pupil uniform grants and the
school access to other grants that are available to support the pupils in school.

Please follow the information below to apply for FSM if you have not done so already.

Who can claim?
Free school meals are available to eligible pupils who attend school full-time. This
includes:

e Younger children who attend nursery for full days

e Sixth form school pupils

Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following:

e Income Support

e Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance

e Income-related Employment and Support Allowance

e Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

e Guarantee element of Pension Credit

e Child Tax Credit (provided you're not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and
have an annual gross income of no more than £16,190)

e Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for
Working Tax Credit to 31 March 2019

e Universal Credit - This was done as a femporary measure, pending the
development of new eligibility criteria

e from 1 April 2019, Universal Credit - provided your household has an annualised
net earned income (Net earned income is defined as household income after
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taxes and deductions. It does not include income from Universal Credit or other
benefits) of no more than £7,400 (as assessed by earnings from up to three of
your most recent assessment periods)

If your children receive Income-related Employment and Support Allowance, Income
Support or Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance in their own right, they could also be
able to receive free school meals.

For children/young people to be eligible to receive free school meals:

e you, as a parent, or your child, must receive the relevant benefit or support
payment

e you should have submitted an application for free school meals to the local
authority (or an application should have been submitted on your behalf)

o the application should have been approved by the local authority, or documents
should have been seen by the local authority which strongly indicate your child is
eligible.

How to claim
The quickest and easiest way is to apply online at:

https://www.caerffili.gov.uk/Services/Schools-and-learning/School-dinners-and-
breakfast-clubs/Free-school-meals

Yours faithfully,

Mr. J. Harris
Headteacher
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